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Introduction
Sometime in the spring of 1986 during first grade I wrote 
and illustrated the book Mike, The Cat. It tells the story of 
the heroic cat, Mike, who wakes everyone up when their 
alarm clocks don’t go off. The book went on to win the 
illustrious Scotchcott Award.

The truth is these blank picture books were purchased 
and my entire class (and probably much of the school, 
I don’t remember) wrote and illustrated our own books. 
We paired up with a third grader to write the actual story, 
typed out the copy on a computer and printed it ALL 
CAPS style on a dot matrix printer, and then illustrated it. 
It was quite the project. And I loved it.

Mike was fashioned after my own cat, Skeeter, though 
she was much too lazy to bother waking anyone else up. 
Nor did she ever go for walks. The illustrations were 
modeled after my house and my family (though it appears 
I wrote my brother out of the story—sorry Rick).

I wanted to be a writer as far back as I can remember, so 
it seems appropriate to share my very first story. In all its 
terrible glory. Enjoy.

thanks,
Kevin D. Hendricks
kevindhendricks.com
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